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i 3.3 CHICANES

: Chicanes are artificial

urns created to slow traffic.
: They lead to a reduction

¢ in the width of the roadway,
ither on one side or on

oth sides or constructed

n a zigzag, staggered
pattern that directs drivers
way from a straight line,

: which can reduce vehicular
: speeds on both one- and

i two-lane roads.

esign Principles

Simple approach is to allemate on-street parking from one side
of the street lo the other on a one-lane road. This can be com-
bined with curb extensions and raised crossings.

On two-lane roads, such as an arterial in a residential area, stag-
gered chicanes can be used by applying parking, central reserves
turning lanes, etc. at various sections.

Adequate space should be provided for pedestrians

i and bicyclists.

i ™ Landscape must be designed not to disturb drivers’ views.

: Benefits
i m Forces drivers to drive more slowly and with greater awareness,
¢ particulary at midblock locations.

Can green and beaulify the streetscape with trees and/or vegeta-
tion, improving environmental quality.

Has minimal impact on emergency response vehicles
to speed humps and other vertical deflection measures,

P

Figure3.3 | Chicanes Case

: Application

i w Can be useful an straight streets with long blocks combined with
¢ midblock crossings to enhance pedestrian safety.

: @ Useful on arterials passing through more residential or mixed

¢ land use areas that require safer speeds.

: ® Bicycles can have separale path next to sidewalk.

: ®  Large vehicles can go through chicanes, particularly buses, as
bus stops can be used as part of the speed reduction measure.

A chicane in Istanbul, Turkey creates a saler neighborhood street,
staggers parking to each side of tha chicane, and can contain vegetation
to improve aesthetics.

¢ Evidence

Available data for chicane schemes indicated a reduction in injury
crashes (54 percent) and crash severity (UK Department for
Transport 1997).

WRI.org
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